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Chapter any resolution to which it has agreed, for obviously the
___'   value of Conferences becomes -minimal if the resolutions
are treated lightly. But it must be the judge of the
wisdom of submitting to its Parliament any resolution
and of the extent to which it should press the issue if
it appears to be unpopular. It is true that General
Smuts resented strongly the failure of the British
Government in 1924 to carry out the preference pro-
posals of the Conference of 1923, but his position was
manifestly untenable. In that case the Government of
Mr. Baldwin which promised the preferences might no
doubt have carried them if submitted simpliciter to
Parliament. But the Prime Minister decided in lieu to
appeal to the electorate on a much wider scheme of
protection with Dominion preferences, and suffered
defeat. That the new Government should submit the
question at all was as much as could be'expected; that
it should try to carry proposals which it disapproved
as involving food taxation was absurd to expect. Nor
could it be said that Mr. Baldwin was bound not to
risk the preferences for the sake of protection when
that appeared to Tnm as essential in the interest of
his country.
The resolution of 1907 provided for a Secretariat to
maintain communication between Conferences, and it
was duly created, but it has been merged in the Do-
minions Office .staff, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies having been made also Secretary of State for
Dominions Affairs in 1925, and in 1930 separate ap-
pointments were made to the two offices, which have
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries of State. The Do-
minions Office serves as a channel of correspondence
with Dominion Governments, but the right of Prime